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By Cnrk-lon Kni^hl III

With the recent demolition of the old Sailors Home 0:1 I'.iwilcv

Point. Duxbury luis joined the unminjj lisi o! American eor::-:a:n:iON

destroying their pa*;. Whai wili In- the ne\i I" L" h. th'.- lur-.ie >>i

progress? The bridsje' Muuakoesett H.ill'.' 'I In- Kme. 1. aes.ii H.uise?

"Well, of course not (!:■_■ King Caesar Housv." :\<-i a one w ■ -.is

But the King Caesar House is no different from a:n ol the i>:hci

landmarks that make Duxbury what it is ■• one ol the finest eoikee.ons

of historic structures anywhere.

Duxbury, however, is more than just (hat. It is noi a static museum

like Sturbridge Village or Williamsburg: it is a living, breathing.

working community. Vet it has taken no steps to see that its unkjue

character will continue in years to come.

There are many ways to Boston alone has a large

guarantee preservation of Dux- number of such efforts. An 1853
bury's historic resources so they

can be enjoyed and appreciated

by future generations. But before

getting into details of how to

protect the past, it is important

first to understand what qualifies

as "historic" and what is meant

by "historic preservation."

A Question

Few persons would disagree

over describing the King Caesar

House as historic, but what about

its now-gone neighbor, the old

Sailors Home. It was old. but not

that old. George Washington, or

even Myles Standish. certainly

never slept there. Yet. who can

forget the summer fairs or the

cannon on the lawn? The old

Sailors Home was a piece of

Duxbury. admittedly a small

piece, but nonetheless, a piece.

And when all the pieces are gone,

there is no history left.

What preservationists are try

ing to do is encourage people to

look at old buildings like news

papers, bottles and aluminum

cans: as resources that can be

reused. "Recycle an old building,

don't tear it down.'1 is the

rallying cry of a group of pre

servationists in Washington, D.C.

Buildings all over the country are

being recycled, as an article in the

May 1975 issue of Fortune

pointed out;

piano factory in the South lind

was converted into apartments

and studios for artists: the old

City Hall was adapted into offices

and a restaurant: a coal bin on the

waterfront is about to become u

fire station; and a police station in

the Back Bay is now an art

museum.

In New York City, a cast iron

department store was converted

into luxury apartments; in

Princeton, N.J., a Al-room man

sion is now 5 condominiums, with

room for a caretaker; in Tacoma,

Wash., the oid City Hall, an

imposing 10-story towered

structure, was sold to a private

developer who has made it into a

commercial complex; and in In

dianapolis, the Union Station will

soon be booming with activity

from shops, restaurants, offices

and passenger trains.

Wide Range

Historic buildings, then, are

not limited only to those in which

famous people lived or only to

those that are fine examples of a

particular style of architecture.

They arc structures lha: have

meaning to their community.

Similarly, historic preser\arion is

more than just making an old

house into another museum. It

can be taking an old building and

giving a new life or a continued

life as a functioning, real-estate-

tax-paying part of its community.

What can a town like Duxbury

do to preserve its historic

heritage? The first step includes :!

parts •• the appointment of a

historic commission by the sel

ectmen and the undertaking of a

survey of the town's historic

resources. The commission

should include trained profes

sionals, such as architects and

planners, as well as other

townspeople interested in historic

preservation. The survey, which

could be done by volunteer help

from the Duxbury Rural &

Historical Society, should locate

and describe all historic struc

tures and should be made a part

of the town master plan.

In too many communities all

across America, a structure is

found to be historic just before

the highway builders ram a bull

dozer through it. And then it is

usually too late. An inventory can

change that.

After completion of the survey,

historic districts should be con

sidered and individual landmarks

should be designated. Historic

districts can carry with their.

review boards to control, for the

benefit of the entire community,

changes to building exteriors as

well as the design of new

buildings to insure compatab:Iit>.

The houses on Washington St.

from St. George St. to perhaps as

far as Surplus St. could well be

one historic district or several. As

10 individual landmarks, the King

Caesar House, the Cable Office,

the John Alden House, the Myles

Standish homesite and even the

bridge are but a few that come to

mind.

The Advantages

What is the advantage of

designating a landmark? Aside

from being a manifestation of a

community's pride in its past and

offering a degree of protection to

that past, such a designation at

the national level can mean

federal money to assist in the

restoration of the landmark.

The National Park Service of

the U.S. Department df the

Interior maintains n compre

hensive listing of America's

landmarks 1:1 the National Keg-

ister ol Historic Places. It now

includes more than 10.000 entries

ind is considered an Imnor not a

surdeii to a eiinimunitv and a

jroperty owner. It means simpls

hat the property has been re-

.■ogni/.ed as worthy of preservation'

>ecause of its architecture or

itstoric interest.

There are 9 sites in Plymouth

isted in the National Register;

le Daniel Webster Law Office in

larshfield is listed. No Duxbury

tes are listed.

National Register status brings

ith it 2 important things. First.

iv project funded or licensed by

e U.S. government that affects

National Register property is

viewed by a Presidential!;.-

>pointed body, the Advisory

juncil on Historic Preservation.

ic council is empowered to

iggcst changes to preserve ihe

storic nature of the property.

;veral years ago it was able to

op construction of a highway

oils (he rncrfront in the French

uarter ol Now Orleans. Mure

centlv. it s>ot the U.S. De-

irimeiu ol Housing and Urban

evolopmen: to redesign s

uhrise apartment building In,-

0 eidirlv s>i ['"at !t uoiikl I'otier

lulu the his'uiiv- cn\ i:\;hf ::■.■!'I »•!

iv.'iiinah. <i.i

Tlie luhei .i-,pe;l ot .1 N.iiiuiuI

igistor iistins; !•> numuv. I'ndcr

\nisions of the National Historic

•cservation Act ot l%6. slruc-

res I: sled :n the National

.'gister are eligible tor maichitig

■ants for acquisition ami its-

ration from the National Park



Si-rvii-.- lhe tuniN .in- pntMclctl "ne possibility for a National
to Hie Males mi I he basis ..! Park Service Bran(-!n-)ild in
rem.cs.s ami are .liM.it .1 Duxburv might be the bridge. If <t
Hinnmh ihc m:ii« historic pu »n Hslcd in the f>a( onnl
servaiion officer. In the ease .1 Register, it would be eligible for
the Bay Sta:c. it is the Mass;., matching funds for a preservation

ehusett's Historical Cxmsnissi.ui study or for actual work. If. for
thai divides (he numev union,! she example, Duxbury was able to gel
omiimiiiuics- »!,»! ask l-»r :i. S10.000 In Bicentennial funds and

I.im war (In. :n:nl- i.-.<!'« matched that with the town share

m.:m!'. il4 n:i!:.-i ;:;.':.■!..-.i of S10.000, the Mnssachusells
\|,,wvh..~M.u- M-..I.I.: -->"■• Historical Commission would
(!Ut> .'.til.■ i«l ~ -.[.•.!■■- ;•' r.-.viu ::•• match the entire amount, or
:i!:i\imoi-.ai:;.'i!:i'. K:- :!..•! •■■- S2O.OO0, giving a total of S-Jll.MHt.
i,,,l,!;.|,ii ;,i ••jiii\- .i- v.i.. ..v That ma? noi seem like a sresil

pruutc pr.-persv .•■.*:».?■> .■:-.' :• deal of money for :i problem as
the pa->: such «rou|>s .i^ !■■«: cnmplev as the briilj-e. !>u( il is a

governments anil historical «s start, Furthermore, the figures

ielies as «■-•!! .!•■ ini'-aie ■:-.- are onlj » suj}K>:!>li"''-
dividual have hm'IumI ilu Fanv.iil Hall receive;! i'^.OOC
m;ut:hiai; funds fur preservation. \m ie!.:i>ram»n work: ::■- Mei.li-

Tlicre~are tluise who say ih:n iitiics Aswcialiun in Worcester
federal funds should nxt be us,<,! lias been granted S22.O.-i> lur a
for Stieh ll-.intjs. thai il is a "iiste preservation feasibility smdy or
of money. 'Conyivss has up- Mef!ia:iits Hall: rcMorstU-u ol ihc
propriated the funds (and is cur- iliird-fioor ballroom xi :rx pn-

rently considering an increase to vaic-y owned Major Jose;>i:
SI0O-S13O million for next year). Criswoid House in Buck ::rd wil!
which conic from the sale of be aided with a S500 gram: the
leases for offshore niiticrai Old Ship Meeting House ic
rights. If a community docs not Hingham received SI."50 for
want to use the funds, it does not structural repairs,

have to -- and there are certainly The money Is there; It is up to

many others who would like an each community to »sk for It.
extra share. While Du.xbury has much to do

Nonsense ar.d not much time to gci i's
In a similar vein, there arc historic preservation effort i"

those who will say that Ihc federal shipshape condition, there arc

uoverrment will take ever your many organizations wi:!ini> to

property if you accept the money help. In Boston there .ire the
Thi» is simpiy »>">i irtie. The oii!> Massa:huscit.s Historic^! Com-

restriction on use of the money is n:issio:: and rhc Socic;> tor the

thai the preservation plan be Prcvjrvatio:; of Nc.v Hnijtand

approved and the owner promise ..Viit^itiev In Washing r there

to maintain the properly after ilu- -s :!■..■ N.ui.>::.i! Trusi !•■: rl -;•»■■■.

funds have been yiven. I":■.•■..■!.:!iu>:i. the <ml- .i'!.»::al

It is iniportanl to add ut this p,!V..:-. o:«ani/iition •.■!■...■ -»:vv! l>>

point that very few private C-'i:ires< n> assis1. u. ■■; pri'-

individuais receive the niaieliinu s.......,; ..; o! Amern-a • : .sMrr.

funds. The groat majority jjocs to :v.i-..r.es. li acts .i- . ;■•.■.■:

historical societies and preser- ■■. s\-.-,.-.i I.t |iri-s.'i- .• :• i:i-

vaiion groups (0 assist thmn with i, n-:. i .'Ii^miu'I ^ ..:■•■ <■■*'■

projects. .i.:v..i. nut:;::.!!:* il ■■ ■ ■■■■■■■
* .; :' ;•..!*!;>:•■.•• ." ilv:-- • •. ' ■•

.!» "5.nl).! v.u nilieri •: :.. ir.'i

i- :«•::: .i;...t. Niitu.ii..! ■ :"

"-s '.:.V.\.i:i !';;iv.e. N '•'■ •'• •■•

>:.-i'.-:: '•) i. 20(J(l!>:

A, llu' lliceiilunni.it .:pjiro;uli

es. Du\!iurv (.mild give ilselt no

belter a gift thanto ussu.-o thai its

histnric character, which has

iir:i« . ■ •. _■'■>: hon- ti«r usirs. will

h>- |>ic'-'.-:i: :»>' future j>cnvr»tions

In i'ini!1.ii and i:-.v.

h°s it:u l:uo in save the till!

Sailors ll.il-.li-. 1ml il is mil too Inle

in '.a-.i- :!'.-.- resi. I)u.\liiiry has

i:<ki-n Mi';iv in nmiccl it from

iiwriii--. cm;;ihk-iii. Il iniisl also

;.■'■ ,ii i;l;ii>v i-crtnill llllll

• •-.. ;u;.it-.- lur (he past.

'.ml i'ti!1«-r

:<.■ i>is".ini/,i-

»;iaper. 1're-


